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The VIC 20 is the first full-featured color computer 
selling under $300. It provides the user with the flexibility 
of tailoring the system to his or her personal needs. It is 
also a bridge product incorporating the recreational features 
of the current video games on the market with the practical 
applications of a new product - the personal computer. 


PRODUCT 


VIC 20 Personal Computer 
RF Modulator (required for TV) 
Commodore Datasette 
VIC Telecommunications Modem 
VT106-A Recreation/Games Cassette 

A. Space Math 

B. Car Chase 

C. Slither/Super Slither 

D. Biorhythrn/Compatability 

E. Blue Meanies From Outer Space 

F. VIC 21 (Blackjack) 


$299.95 

29.95 

74.95 
120.00 

59.95 










"Yes, but what can I do with it?” 


We are entering an era where computers will be as widespread 
as automobiles and television sets. Not knowing how to use a 
computer will be like not knowing how to drive a car. We like to 
say that "not having a Commodore computer is like not having a 
telephone" - that's how certain we are that computers will soon 
reach the status of a home and office "appliance". 

As a truly "personal" computer, the VIC fits comfortably into 
all environments - home, school, and office - but to give you a 
better idea of what the VIC "does," here are some specific examples: 

TEACH YOURSELF COMPUTING 

You don't have to be a computer programmer, or even a typist, 
to use a computer, but it helps to have a working knowledge of 
what a computer is and what it can do for you. 

One of the most obvious uses for the VIC is to teach yourself 
computing. Commodore has developed some innovative self-teaching 
materials to help you learn about your VIC, and about computing in 
general. 

GAMES AND: RECREATION 

It would be foolish not to recognize that personal computers 
are - in addition to their utilitarian uses - the most powerful 
"game devices" yet devised. There are hundreds of computerized 
arcade games which take you on exciting intergalactic journeys, 
and many of these games will be made available for the VIC 20, on 
easy-to-use plug-in cartridges. 
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One of these games is called "Invaders,” and is similar to 
some of the computer games found in many arcades. A computer 
chess game will also be provided - adapted from what may be the 
most powerful chess game available on microcomputers. Truly 
challenging! Additional games include such standards as bridge, 
backgammon, etc. 

A variety of programs are also available on tape cassette 
for use with the Commodore Datassette Recorder. Retailing for 
$9.95 each, these programs are sold to dealers in six-unit 
"variety packs" but are individually boxed for sale separately. 

Sample titles include: 

Car Chase - Arcade style computer game 
Blue Meanies From Outer Space - Space action game 
VIC 21 - Casino style blackjack 
Biorhythm/Compatibility - Home entertainment 
Slither/Super Slither - Children's number game 
Spacemath - Math improvement for grades 1-4 

EDUCATIONAL APPLICATIONS 

It is anticipated that the VIC will follow in the footsteps 
of it's big brother, the Commodore PET - the world’s most widely 
used educational microcomputer. The VIC will undoubtedly be used 
by students both in and outside the classroom. 

Students who've been using the PET in their classroom will find 
that their programming skills translate directly to the VIC 20, 
which uses the same programming language as the PET (with the addition 
of color and sound!), and incorporates the same famous "PET graphics" 
characters. 
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Given the lower price of the VIC, teachers will find that they 
can put more computers on student desks... and elementary and inter¬ 
mediate grade teachers will find that budgets which couldn't 
accomodate higher-priced computers can now include the VIC. 

PERSONAL COMPUTING IN THE HOME 

Home budgeting is an example of how the VIC can be used in 
the home. By entering your monthly expenses and allowances into 
the home budget system, you can accurately determine what your 
future savings will be, how much you will have for "emergencies," 
even whether you can afford that new car or vacation next year, 
and whenl 

Several other home application cartridges are currently being 
developed by Commodore and will be announced as they are tested and 
made available. It is Commodore's intention to concentrate on 
practical home applications which take full advantage of the VIC's 
computing power and convenience, with special emphasis on programs 
which help fight inflation, conserve energy and provide more time 
and convenience for the user. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

One of the VIC's most powerful features is it's ability to use 
any television set as it's "computer screen". If we take this 
marriage of technologies one step farther, we can attach the VIC 
to a telephone via a modem (a device for translating computer signals 
into a telephone signals and vice-versa) and tie in our computer 
to a telecomputing service. 

Wouldn't it also be nice to be able to call up a local tele¬ 
phone number and get a rundown on all your current stock market 
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investments, and punch up individaul news stories on the companies 
you've invested in? This service is being made available by Dow Jones. 

The Source is a more general "information utility" owned by 
Reader 1 s Digest, letting customers at home use a variety of data 
banks. For the cost of a local phone call plus a small hourly fee. 
Source subscribers can access the latest news stories from UPI, 
research subjects from major newspapers and magazines in the New 
York Times Consumer Data Bank, and check stock, bond, and commodity 
prices. The Source includes information on selecting wines, airline 
schedules, job offerings, and the latest news on the VIC 20 computer. 
Other services include electronic mail (sent instantly throughout 
the country), a bulletin-board service, computer games, and much 
more. Future uses include a complete encyclopedia, university 
courses at home, etc. 

BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 

The VIC's full-size typewriter keyboard, special screen editing 
keys, and low-cost peripherals will undoubtedly result in the computer 
b^ing used by small businessmen, primarily as an intelligent termimal 

i 

but quite probably in more creative roles as well. 

i 

| For example, the VIC is compact enough to fit snugly into a 
briefcase. A salesman might carry a VIC with him on the road, 
record data as he travels and report the results back to his home 
office through his computer, over the telephone. 

The VIC might be taken to the site of a disaster to help record 
statistics for emergency and relief purposes. 

THE FUTURE OF THE VIC 

What specifically can you do with the VIC 20? How will it 
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improve your lifestyle, or save you money, or contribute to your 
welfare and convenience? There isn't room in this article to cover 
all the possibilities. All we can do is make it available with as 
many suggestions as possible, and let you adapt the computer to 
your own needs - you may even invent some new applications of your 
own! 
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HOW TO SELL 


• An area within your computer or electronic game department 
should be set aside for the VIC 20 Personal Computer. The 
establishment of these areas should be limited only be product 
availability. 

• Each store requires a color TV operating a series of 
demonstrations. These will include the full-range of the 
VIC 20 features - color, sound, music, words, games, etc. 

• . The first major selling season should have a full-time person 

to further explain the product and show additional uses for 
the entire family. 

• Initial sales projections of this product should be based on 
your current sales of the "Intellivision" type products. 
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Questions and Answers about the VIC 

WHAT DOES VIC STAND FOR ? 

VIC stands for "Video Interface Computer". It derives from the 
"Video Interface Chip" developed by Commodore's MOS Technology 
semiconductor subsidiary. The VIC is designated VIC 20 in the 
U.S. and VIC 1001 in Japan. In Germany, we call it the VC20 
(VolksComputer). 

WHAT PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES WILL BE AVAILABLE WITH THE VTC 
AND WHEN WILL THEY BE ON SALE ? 

Commodore will introduce a full line of accessories and peripherals 
which will make the VIC computer a total low-priced "system". 

DO I HAVE TO BUY ANYTHING "EXTRA" WITH MY VIC ? 

You can start using your VIC immediately. The user's manual which 
accompanies the computer contains several sample programs to try, 
and instructional material to help you get started. The next step 
is to purchase Volume One of the Commodore Learning Series, which 
includes a book and plug-in cartridge which "introduce" you to 
computing on the VIC. Additional cartridges are available, and as 
you get further into computing you will undoubtedly want to acquire 
a tape cassette unit or disk drive to store programs and data, and 
perhaps a paper printer. A Programmer's Reference Guide will also 
be published. 

WHERE CAN I BUY A VIC AND HOW SOON? 

VIC's will be sold through authorized Commodore computer dealers and 
selected retail stores. VIC's will become available in quantity 
during Pall 1981, with most peripherals available at the same time 
or shortly thereafter. 

WHAT KIND OF WARRANTEE COMES WITH THE VIC ? 

A 90-day over-the-counter exchange warrantee is provided - in other 
words, if the VIC fails to operate due to a factory defect within 
the first 90 days of purchase, you can return the VIC to your dealer 
for an over-the-counter exchange. 
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HOW DO I GET MY VIC' REPAIRED' BEYOND THE WARRANTEE PERIOD ? 

Your VIC can be repaired by a Commodore computer dealer or authorized 
service center. Commodore is in the process of setting up a 
national service organization which will provide local service for 
all Commodore computers, including the VIC. 


IS THE VIC COMPATIBLE- WITH THE' PET/CBM ? 

Software for the VIC may be written on the PET/CBM, in BASIC or 
machine code, and transferred to the VIC via tape or disk. However, 
VIC programs written on the PET/CBM must conform to the VIC's 22 
character screen width and cannot exceed the VIC’s available RAM 
memory. PET lines longer than 22 characters will "wrap" around and 
not produce the same image on the VIC. The VIC may be used to 
write 40 and 80 column programs for the PET/CBM if color, sound, 
and other commands unique to the VIC are avoided. 

In terms of peripherals, the VIC, PET, and CBM all use the same 
tape cassette so tapes are transferable. PET/CBM disk drives and 
printers may be used with the VIC if an IEEE interface cartridge 
is attached to the VIC. A low-priced single disk drive unit will 
be made available for use with the VIC, and a low-priced dot matrix 
printer is also anticipated. 


DO I NEED AN RF MODULATOR OR OTHER DEVICE TO CONNECT THE' VIC TO MY TV ? 

Introductory units will come with an RF modulator included. Later, 
the RF modulator will be provided as a separate accessory. An 
external power supply and video cable are also included. 


CAN THE VIC BE USED WITH A MODEM ? 

An RS232C interface is built into the VIC, which enables the computer 
to be used for telecommunications purposes, using a Commodore 
"RS232C Interface Cartridge". 

WHO WILL USE THE VIC ? 

It is anticipated that the VIC will be used by many people to 
teach themselves about computing - to help them prepare for the 
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increased use of computers not only in business end science, but 
also in home and school environments. 

Students using the PIT in their classroom will find it easy 
to use the VIC at home or in school, since the VIC uses the same 
BASIC computer language and graphic symbols as the PIT. (Market 
researchers estimate that the PET is used in more schools world¬ 
wide than any other microcomputer,) 

A variety of small business programs will be provided during 
1981. Businessmen may want to use the VIC as a "portable" computer, 
since it fits snugly into a briefcase and connects to any television. 
The VIC also works with a modem and may be used as a telecommunications 
device. 

Engineers and hobbyists will undoubtedly find a variety of 
new uses for the VIC, as they did with the VIC's big brothers, the 
PET and CBM. Although the VIC comes with a serial bus Instead of an 
IEEE bus, a special interface board enables the user to connect 
the VIC to IEEE devices and control instruments and mechanical 
devices through this connection. 

The most obvious VIC users will be hobbyists...avid computerists 
who perhaps own a PET or CBM and would like to have color and 
sound...or hobbyists who couldn't afford a computer before, but 
now can get started at $299. 
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VIC CONSUMER DEMOGRAPHICS 


• Male 

• Married 

• 25-45 years old 

• Homeowner 

• Two children (ages 10-20} 

• Annual income - $25,000+ 

• High school graduate, some college 

• Has at least one major credit card 

• Checking account 

• Owns 2 plus TV's in home 

• Lives in major metropolitan market area 
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DEMONSTRATIONS 


1. The Source Telecomputing Network 

A. Unistox Stock Reports 

B. UPI News Stories 

C. Wine List 

D. VIC Information File 

2. Retail Store Demo Tape 

3. VIC Tape 6-pack A {Games and Recreation) 

4. VIC Game Cartridges 

5. VIC Superexpander Cartridge (Graphics and Sound) 


CARTRIDGE-BASED VIC SOFTWARE SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE; 


VICWriter Wordprocessor 
Sargon II Chess 
VIC Bridge Tutorial and Play 
VIC Personal Finance/Home Budget 
VIC Adventure Games (5) 

VIC Home Tax Calculator 

VIC Home Babysitter 

VIC Information Data Base 

VIC Programmer's Aid Cartridge 

VIC Learning Series (books and cartridges) 

...to name a few 


TAPE-BASED VIC SOFTWARE SCHEDULED FOR RELEASE : 

VIC 6-Pack A (Games and Recreation) 

VIC 6-Pack B (Math Improvement Grades 1-6) 

VIC 6-Pack C (Business and Calculation) 

VIC Programmable Character/Game Graphics Editor 
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